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Introduction 


Clive Strutt’s Gallus Cantata Ex Psalterio is designated as 12^ 07" in duration and is a cappella 
throughout. It is the fourth of ten Gallus cantatas all of which are part a larger conception entitled 
Voces Christianae (‘Christian Voices’). Its title, Ex Psalterio (‘From the Psalter’), was probably 
chosen due to the existence of the Psalterium aureum Sancti Galli — the ‘Golden Psalter’ 
associated with the abbey of Saint Gall. 

St Gall (Gallus) was an Irish monk born c. 550 and his feast day is the 16th October. The text 
of the Cantata is in Latin, English and Coptic. There are five sections: 


L Psalm 132 Canticum ascensionem - this is one of the 15 Songs of Ascents (Sîr ha-ma ‘a 
100), and deals specifically with the ark ascending to Zion. 

H. | Cosmosynthesis which is essentially twofold, viz. a Versicle from the Gospel according 
to Matthew (5:48) which summarises Jesus’ teachings on God’s standards and a Respond 
from the Paralipomenon (29:10b-13) which is David’s thanksgiving and prayer and the 
Old Testament source of the usual Doxology to the Lord’s Prayer. 

Ш. Lux Beata made up of the following three parts: 

A. А Versicle using the original hymn Dilecte Deo Galle from the Breviary that is 
attributed to St Ambrose of Milan (340 -397) , one of the great Latin church 
fathers, who is remembered best for his preaching, his struggle against the Arian 
heresy, and his introduction of metrical and antiphonal singing into the Western 
church. 

B. Respond (Lux Beata) with the multilingual construct /abu/on meaning “I am, and 
shall be Lord in Heaven, father of all”. 

C. The Preces 7u, Lux, refulge (Ве Thou a light to Shine into our minds’) which 
is part of the final verse of an Ambrosian hymn. 


IV.  Seraphic Hymn- the text in Bohairic Coptic is the Ni-Sherobim (‘Sanctus’) or Trisagion 
(Holy, Holy, Holy’) from the Divine Liturgy of St Basil. 


V. The following three pieces: 


A. Sequentia in Latin and English (Delecto Galle... and Thou Gall beloved of 
eternal God of mankind ) based on Notker Balbulus [the Stammerer]. 


B. Scherzo Goliardico — Multi sunt presbyteri qui ignorant... 


C. Lorica Celtic Hymn - Sancte sator, suftragator... 


Edward W. Watson, Kirkwall, Orkney 
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